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of them with which we are acquainted, which
might indeed challenge a deep attention. The
sacred mysteries were recited to the initiated
after their purification, from a book called
ner/xojua, because it was made of two stones
fitly joined together. After this instruction
certain enquiries were catechetically made of
every man, to which he returned answers. The
chief Hierophant called out with a loud voice,
commanding the profane to depart, the whole
company standing at this time in the vestibule
of the temple. The glorious spectacle in the
interior of the temple, which was flooded with
light, and in which the Eleusinian philosophy of
heaven anfl earth was exhibited in vision before
the eyes of men whose brows the priests had
bound with myrtle, in allusion to the bowets of
the Blessed, was called by the name of Aurora,
or Intuition. During the celebration of the
mysteries it was forbidden to arreat a debtor or
to present any petition, In, order to abolish on
this occasion all distinction between the rich
and the poor, Lycurgus pronounced it unlawful